
FACT SHEET 
United Rigg ing and Hau li ng Site 

Beltsvi ll e, Maryland 

March 28, 1985 - Prince George's County Health Department responded to a complaint 
reference oil in a storm drainage culvert . One sample from the ' 
oil/water interface was obtained . 

April 12, 1985 - Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) analytical 
lab resu l ts from the 3/28/85 sample showed the sample to contain 
235 ppm PCB. Prince George •s County Health Department notified 
DHMH, Office of Environmental Programs , Waste Management 
Administration (OEP/WMA). Hazardous Waste Strike Force notified 
of l ab results by WMA . 

April 17, 1985- OEP/WMA personnel returned to do additional sampling of the 
water, soils , and sediment from the storm drainage culvert , 
as wPl l as from an unnamed tributary to Indian Creek . 

April 30, 1985 - DHMH analytical lab results returned to OEP/WMA showing PCB 
contamination in the soils and sediments at the storm drainage 
culvert. 

May 1, 1985 - Search warrant executed on United Rigg ing and Hauling Company by 
the Maryl and Hazardous Waste St rike Force (HWSF). 

May 6, 1985 - As a result of initial laboratory results being received by the 
HWSF, . the Maryland Attorney General •s office requested and 
received court authorization to disclose information obtained 
during execution of the search warrant in order to alert OEP/WMA 
of a potential heal th and environmental threat at United Rigging 
and Haul in g. 

May 7, 1985 - Lab results forwarded to OEP/WMA by the HWSF indicated addi.tional 
areas of PCB contaminati on at United Rigging and Hauling•s property. 
OEP/WMA contacted EPA, Region III, Philadelphia , with request to 
act i vate Superfund for this site . 

May 8, 1985 - EPA/OSC uti li zed his emergency authorities to activate Superfund . 

May 8, 1985 - OEP/WMA and EPA, Region III personnel met with Uni ted Rigging and 
Hauling Company representatives . Emergency actions , to prevent 
further off-site migration of PCB, identifyi ng and delineating 
potential hazard areas , and impl ementation of security measures, 
were initiated during the night. 

May 9-1 2, - Emergency containment and abatement actions, as wel l as a more 
1985 intensive sampling of the unnamed tributary and Indian Creek 

between Ammendal e and Odell Roads were completed . 

May 13, 1985 -Additional funding for an intens i ve measuring and sampling phase to 
determine the extent of contamination was approved by EPA, Region III. 



!'age 2 
Fact Sheet 

May 13-20. 
1985 

ORIGif~Al 
(Red) 

- Measuring and sampljng phase of work continuing. Lab results 
r eceived to date have been collected and plotted to locate areas 
of contamination. 

Summary of Measure and Sample Phase 

A. - Approximately 800 transformers located within a fenced area on 
United Rigging and Hauling's property. 

B. - Approximately 50 transformers located in a separate area on United 
Rigging and Hauling ' s property. 

C. - Approximately 20 soil and sediment samples from the unnamed 
tributa1y and Indian Creek between Ammendale and Odell Roads. 

D. - Approximately 15 soil and sediment samples from the storm water 
drainage culvert area. 

E. - Approximately 25 surface soil samples from United Rigging and 
Hauling's property . 

F. - Approximately 8 subsurface soil samples in the identified high 
contamination zone on United Rigging and Hauling ' s property. 

Summary of Superfund Fundi ng 

Phase I - Emergency Action - $50 ,000.00 

Phase II - Measuring and Sampling - $225 ,000 .00 Ceiling 

Phase III - Removal and Disposal - To be determined from Phase II 
information 



fOR I~!ATR RELEASE 

C-ont.~CE ~ -R.i y GetmaJU~ 
{215) 597-9S.H. 

85~114~ August 5, 1~85 

\if M;ryland ha~ s!g~-d an .admin~.1.itt:1tive tonsent order under sub·s~<:d¢n 106A 

R~uling fat111ty in B~ltsville, Prfn~e George's County, Maryland. 

AH:sr de.t~rnining PCBs a.t th~ ten acre site poaed an t•ediate thr~at to t:tuJ.ao. health thNUcgh dir~tt conta~t and off-dte migration • ePA. initiated a~ i~~diate re~~~al actton May 9! 1985 to control ~ff$ite mlgrattGn af PC!s and ~~terfJ~ the i~pa~t of ccntanination on a ue!thy trtbut~ry of the !ndisn Creek. ~md f;cl l on siJ:e. 

Sb~plt rr.~lut~ ha~e $hown ~~nc~ntrationa Ql PCHs in trans£~ers at high 
h:val~, t. cr. ·it"Jtnsg~ t!Jl't~rts es ~igh as 2>670 part a pet :till ion and itt f.tain~d 
1.t.1'i1 &a hizh !A 55 ,000 ~tts p~r million, 

h9~to a.~d UuiW will pro\'4.de sit~ 8teurity ~ a~e AOU and Gediment, r~,~ tttcsf~~er~ A~ e~eavatfr and t~v~ cont~nated soil during the twelve ti(.~~ k 9roj~ct ~ 

Fep~o ~ol~ i mn-~~r r.sf electric·Gl tr8.nsf,:Jn~~$ to Unit~ lUgging aoo Kauling ?~~twt~~n 1981 and J>e~~ber 1933- So:m of the transformers m.ty nav~ co~tained PCB t:rmt~-:dnated !li t~tai oiL, 


